



Men and women, 17 to 34 years old may enlist In a
wide variety of openings offering skill training. Most
career fields and units, except those having combat
and combat-related missions, are open to women.
Qualified high school students age 17 or older can
enlist in the Army Reserve and attend basic training
and skill training over two consecutive summers.
After graduation, enlistees attend advanced in-
dividual training which lasts eight weeks or more,
depending on the skill selected. Skill training usually
takes several months. All full-time training nets full
Army pay.

After training, reservists return to civilian life with
the requirement to meet with a Reserve unit 16 hours
a month (normally a weekend), plus two weeks of an-
nual training.

Some Army Reserve units offer first term enlistees
cash enlistment bonuses, and all unit members with a
high school diploma may apply for educational
assistance under the Montgomery GI Bill for the
Selected Reserve. Soldiers who have not completed
high school can be prepared for the High School
Equivalency Diploma under the Army Continuing
Education System.

Reservists who cannot serve with a selected reserve
unit may participate in a wide variety of reserve ac-
tivities as members of the Individual Ready Reserve.
Training opportunities include non-resident (cor-
respondence) instruction, service school attendance,
and periods of voluntary training in the reservist's
specialty with active Army units.

The Army offers fully-funded training as a licensed
practical nurse to qualified enlisted personnel serving
in the Army Reserve.

For further information, contact the local Army
Reserve recruiter, or call toll free 1-800-USA-ARMY.

Army National Guard

The Army National Guard is unique among the
world's reserve military forces, combining both federal
and state functions. The National Guard provides the
nation with an effective, economical military force for
national defense and also gives the states a trained,
equipped and disciplined force to protect life and pro-
perty, while preserving the peace and public safety
during disasters, civil disorders and other
emergencies.

Army National Guard training includes most job
areas found in the regular Army. Enlistment age is 17
to 34, with parental consent needed for those under
18. Applicants must possess, at a minimum, a ninth
grade education. High school students may enlist,
and, in some cases, attend basic training one summer
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and attend advanced individual training the following
summer. During this initial training, full pay and
privileges are granted. Monthly and annual training
are attended during the remainder of the enlistment.
For further information on Army National Guard pro-
grams including cash enlistment bonuses and educa-
tional assistance under the GI Bill, contact the local
National Guard Armory or call 1-800-638-7600.

Army National
Officer Candidate

Two options for OCS training are available to
qualified high school graduates. They may attend the
active Army OCS or the state OCS. The state OCS
program is designed to allow officer candidates to con-
tinue civilian pursuits. More information on this pro-
gram can be obtained at any National Guard Armory.
An applicant between the ages of 18 and 30 may at-
tend OCS and obtain federal recognition upon gradua-
tion. Waivers for specific circumstances may be
requested.

Simultaneous
Membership Program

Basically, the SMP lets the cadet combine the
benefits of the service in the National Guard with
senior Army ROTC. The soldier earns pay from both
the Guard and ROTC and gains valuable management
experience at the same time. Specific details can be
obtained from any senior ROTC enrollment officer or
your neighborhood National Guard Armory.

29Warrant Officer Candidates attend a Warrant Of-
